


History  

1482  
Foundation of  the first French           
cartography schools (Dieppe,       
Le Conquet, etc.).

1661 
Colbert brings the Hydrography 
School of  Dieppe into his depart-
ment. 

1814 
The Hydrography corps of        
engineers is created by Louis 
XVIII. 

1934 
Creation of  the speciality in      
hydrography and training at the 
SCH in Paris.

1945 
Creation of  the training school 
for hydrographers at the SCH in 
Paris. 

1971 
SCH becomes SHOM and the  
training school moves to Brest. 

1973 
The training school becomes the 
« Ecole des Hydrographes ». 

2007 
New status for SHOM which     
becomes a public establishment. 
The « Ecole des Hydrographes »   
becomes the « Ecole du SHOM ». 

Service hydrographique et océanographique de la marine
13, rue du Chatellier - CS 92803 - 29228 BREST CEDEX 2
Phone: (+33)2 98 22 08 58
Website : www.shom.fr

 Accreditations and Equivalencies 

• The ENSIETA training course option hydrography-cartography is accredited by 
the FIG-IHO-ICA international board – category A – option “hydrography applied 
to marine cartography” and option “remote sensing” (certificate no. 65 issued on 1 
July 2001 by the FIG-IHO-ICA international board). 

• The BS HYDRO course is accredited by the FIG-IHO-ICA international board – 
category B – option “hydrography applied to marine cartography” (certificate no. 75 
issued on 1 September 2003 by the FIG-IHO-ICA international board). 

• FIG-IHO-ICA practical skills certificates category A or B can be awarded to per-
sonnel who have successfully completed one of  these two training courses and who 
have a personal record demonstrating practical experience. 

• The Engineering degree awarded by the ENSIETA has been recognized by the 
CTI since 1975. 

• The BS HYDRO also confers the title of  “Hydrographer”, registered with the 
RNCP and accredited at level III, code NSF 117b, by decree of  2 October 2006 pu-
blished in the Official Journal of  the French Republic on 24 October 2006. 
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Training courses provided by SHOM’s school SHOM courses 
in conjunction 

with 
ENSIETABS HYDRO

Average 
number 
of students

C SYSRES-HOM CSUP HYDRO TSEF/TMD

• 8 OM
• 2 foreign military
  officers

application

Duration 19 months

Admission 

Curriculum

• maritime training 
• specific hydrography
course (including EXA 
internship) 
• practical internship 
in GHO

• 3 OM HYDRO
• 1 OM METOC

application

8 months

• theoretical and 
practical training 
• practical internships 
at SHOM in GHO - 
technical project 

• 4 OM HYDRO

application

3 months

• advanced technical 
training

• 1 to 5 trainees

based on diplomas 
or competitive exam

12 months

• general training 
• technical speciality
training
 • technical study 

• 2 IETA and 12 civilian students 
• 4 foreign military officers 

competitive exam

4 years

• national service 

• core curriculum 

• marine env. branch 

• option hydrography 

Glossary  

CTI 
Commission des titres                
d’ingénieurs [engineering title 
commission].

DCI/NAVFCO 
Défense Conseil International, 
NAVFCO branch.

ICA 
International Cartographic       
Association. 

FIG 
International Federation of        
Surveyors

IHO 
International Hydrographic      
Organization. 

RNCP 
Répertoire national de la certifi-
cation professionnelle [national 
professional certification listing].

SCH 
Service central hydrogra-
phique [Central hydrographic 
service].

 Training Courses 

BS HYDRO : Brevet supérieur d’hydrographe [FIG-IHO-ICA hydrography Cat B training] – C SYSRES-HOM : Cer-
tificat d’administrateur systèmes et réseaux HOM [Systems and Networks HOM Administrator Certificate] – CSUP 
HYDRO : Certificat supérieur d’hydrographe [Advanced hydrographer certificate] – EXA : Excercice de l’autorité 
[Exercise of  authority] – GHO : Groupe hydro-océanographique [ Hydro-oceanographic Group] HYDRO : Hy-
drographer – METOC : Meteorologist-oceanographer – OM : Petty Officer - HOM :  Hydrography, Oceanography 
and Meteorology


