
SAILING DIRECTIONS

In Brief...

Sailing Directions provide mariners with general, nautical and regulatory information that may be 
useful in addition to the information on the charts. They help mariners understand chart information 
and explain the special features and local practices in the region covered.

SHOM products and services

 Organization and expertise

SHOM exercises the role of  national hydrographic authority on 
behalf  of  the French government. SHOM continually collects and 
processes the information required for navigational purposes and 
distributes it in the form of  nautical charts and nautical publications 
such as sailing directions. 

The sailing directions are developed by nautical experts who analyze 
and select the collected data, add notices and advice, regularly compile 
and summarize the information that allows to keep the documents 
up-to-date.

SHOM’s sailing directions are produced in accordance 
with ISO 9001-2008 certified processes and organization.

 Useful information  

The information is useful to mariners in three ways:

	 • Information supplementing information on the chart: 
description of  a coast or a landmark;

	 • Information that does not appear on charts: weather 
statistics, currents, piloting, mooring quality, port regulations 
and services;

	 • Directions, guidance, and national or international 
regulations: routes, traffic separation schemes, landings, proce-
dures, access manoeuvres in channels and ports.
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 Sailing directions content 

The first chapter is devoted to general information and 
statistics on meteorology and oceanography for the area 
covered by the book. Subsequent chapters describe the 
coastlines and major landmarks, point out hazards and 
provide information and advice on landings, regulated 
routes and recommended sea lanes, tides, currents, buoys, 
piloting, alignments, moorings, ports and port services 
such as supplies, repair facilities and communications.

The sailing directions present information in the order 
the mariner will use it, for example starting out at sea and 
approaching the coastline, a port or anchorage.
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Of  the twenty-four sailing directions in the SHOM’s collection, five cover the coast of  mainland France: two for the English 
Channel and the Atlantic and three for the Mediterranean.

 Regulation 

Sailing directions must be carried on board French commercial and fishing vessels subject to the International Convention for 
the Safety of  Life at Sea (SOLAS). SHOM highly recommends that other vessels, especially sailing vessels, navigating in coastal 
and high seas areas use them as an indispensable companion to the charts.

 Updates 

Sailing directions are reprinted when their revisions are 
necessary. The new current edition supersedes the pre-
vious one. Between two editions, any new information 
critical to navigational safety is included in corrections 
issued by the weekly Notice to Mariners group (NtM) 
[see SHOM’s Products and Services information sheet on   
Notice to Mariners group (NtM)].


